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or of giving protection to the oppressed. He gave no charter
to a town within the royal domain, but he created new towns
within it, to which he attracted refugees from the domains
of other lords.
The practice of appealing to the royal protection showed
how much the royal prestige had increased, and with this
went a general interest in the royal house and its fortunes.
This was strikingly evinced in 1165 when at last a male heir,
the future king Philip II, was born to Louis by his third wife
(by each of his former wives he had had two daughters).
Not only in Paris and the domain, but in the kingdom gener-
ally there was widespread rejoicing, and a deep sense of
relief that the uncertainty about the succession had been
dispelled. For the hereditary right of the eldest son had
now become an accepted tradition, thanks to the fact that
the Capetian line had never failed of a male heir; and so
divine hereditary right became the rule in France. Witness
the letter written by bishop Arnulf of Lisicux, a Normun
bishop and so an immediate vassal of Henry II, whom he
stoutly supported against Becket. " God," he wrote to the
king of France, " has visited his people, and has displayed his
mercy to the whole kingdom of France, in that he has given
you a sure heir and has ordained a righteous lord for all the
princes of the French kingdom." Arnulf was a time-server,
who knew which way the wind was blowing, and his letter
very accurately expresses the general feeling in France,
This general feeling indicated what were the possibilities The
of the royal office; but at present these lay dormant, for
Louis VII was not the man to exploit them. He continued
the regime that had prevailed in the later years of his father's
reign. He was the actual ruler of the royal domain and of
certain ecclesiastical territories outside it. On these he
depended for his financial resources and for soldiers, though
he also began the practice of hiring mercenaries as well The
local officials who governed the different parts of the domain
were known as provosts; very sensibly he guarded against
their natural desire to make their posts hereditary, for, hud
they done so, an official nobility would have arisen and might
have attained to the dangerous independence of the old
feudal nobility. The central government—administrative,
financial, judicial—was conducted in the king's court, the

